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Space of No Control at the Austrian Cultural Forum New York 
A group exhibition exploring the notion of the modern city and urban dystopias of the 20th and 21st centuries 
 

 
 
Exhibition: Spaces of No Control 
October 1, 2020 – January 10, 2021 

Austrian Cultural Forum New York 

 

Featured artists include: 
Sabine Bitter / Helmut Weber, Tony Cokes, VALIE EXPORT, Hans Haacke, Francis Ruyter, Taryn 
Simon, Kay Walkowiak  
 

Curated by Walter Seidl  

 

EXHIBITION OPENING: OCTOBER 1, 2020 
 
September 1, 2020 (New York, NY) – The Austrian Cultural Forum New York is pleased to present Spaces of No 
Control, an international group exhibition exploring the notions of the modern city and its signifying dystopias of the 
20th and 21st centuries. Supported by the Austrian Federal Ministry for Arts, Culture, the Civil Service and Sport, and 
curated by Walter Seidl, this multifaceted show unites contemporary artists based in Austria and the United State to 
comment on the current definitions of citizenship and public space.  
 

Over the past five decades, public space and architecture have changed drastically as a result of modern technology 
and its influence in gentrification. The precision of technology no longer requires authorship nor a tangible physical 
presence to document reality. The more advanced technology grows, the more control investors have in ownership of 
urban planning, as citizens are gradually forced to forgo their authority and waive their access to public spaces. In 
light of these dynamics, New York and other large cities have been under constant artistic scrutiny as a result of these 
municipal changes that call for permanent control, often marked by capitalist trends. 
 

Spaces of No Control’s featured artists examine the histories of specific places and create a narrative on the 
defining architectural and social impressions over the urban structure. The core of the show lies in photographic 
examinations of cities and their social strata, which are then transferred onto other media thereby engaging viewers to 
reflect on how to circulate with this new reality. The exhibition analyzes city planning – initially intentioned to optimize 
rather than reorganize society – and the results of its complex history. 
 

Works in the ACFNY’s iconic building’s lobby include Kay Walkowiak’s video, Minimal Vandalism, which shows a 
skateboarder skillfully leaving traces onto art installations, bringing to light the essence of minimal art and how these 
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works are perceived within public spaces and often treated with irony. Francis Ruyter’s experimental paintings 
address the mechanical nature of the digital era, which hinders independent action and forces individuals to give in to 
the internet’s dynamics and evolving demands. 
 
In the Lower Mezzanine, Taryn Simon’s collection confronts the divide between those with and those without the 
privilege of access, and reveals that which lies hidden and out-of-sight within the borders of the United States. 
Located in the Upper Mezzanine is VALIE EXPORT’s short film, Syntagma, created in the 1970s to investigate the 
body as a membrane between the self and the public, contemplating how the female body is inscribed into society.  
 
The building’s Upper Gallery includes a short documentary of Hans Haacke’s controversial work, And You Were 
Victorious After All, entirely burnt down by neo-Nazi groups in Graz, Austria, in 1988 despite constant surveillance. 
His work provides a telling example of the artist’s ultimate belief that citizens have no control over their contributions 
within public space. In this sense, Haacke’s documentary can be considered one of the most significant and 
resounding contributions to Austrian art history.  
 
Concluding the exhibition, the main gallery includes Sabine Bitter/Helmut Weber’s Performing Publicness, a 
photographic representation of the Park Avenue Plaza that analyzes the particularities and contradictions that lie in 
the private ownership of New York’s public spaces. Finally, Tony Cokes’s video-sound installation interrogates the 
ways in which political and social articulations in cities are driven by the media and preconceived image reproduction 
 

ABOUT THE CURATOR 

Walter Seidl is a curator, artist and critic based in Vienna. Having studied cultural studies (MA) and contemporary 
history (PhD) at universities in Graz, Seattle, Paris and New York, his work deals with the transformation of image 
politics and the inherent identity constellations. Seidl curated numerous exhibitions throughout Europe, North 
America, Hong Kong, Japan and South Africa. His writings include various catalog essays for artist monographs, 
exhibition reviews, and criticism. Seidl contributes to several international art magazines, most frequently to Camera 
Austria International, where he is also board member and curator. 
 

ABOUT THE AUSTRIAN CULTURAL FORUM NEW YORK 

With its architectural landmark building in Midtown Manhattan, the Austrian Cultural Forum New York is dedicated to 
innovative and cutting-edge programming, showcasing the best of Austrian contemporary art, music, literature, 
performance, and academic thought in New York and throughout the United States. In addition to presenting three 
group exhibitions per year in its multi-level gallery space and housing around 13,000 volumes of Austriaca in its 
library named in honor of the late Vienna-born American writer and intellectual Frederic Morton, it hosts up to 100 free 
events per year in its own auditorium and supports as many projects at partner institutions across the nation. 
www.acfny.org  

 
Austrian Cultural Forum New York 

11 East 52nd St. (btw. 5th & Madison) 
New York, NY 10022 

(212) 319 5300 

new-york-kf@bmeia.gv.at 
Open weekdays, 10:30 AM – 5:30 PM 

Admission to exhibitions, concerts, and other events is free. 
Like, follow, visit: Facebook │Twitter │Instagram 

 

MEDIA CONTACT 

MaryKat Hoeser 
mary-katerina.hoeser@bmeia.gv.at 
(212) 319 5300 ext.78 
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